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jcated at his desk below

i map of Sweden that hangs in his Turlock apartmeni, Henrik Tallgren discusses his research p
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Swedish scholar studies Turlock

>ocial anthropologist studies changes in customs and cuitu
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It was the his studies of Assyrian culture that
rst brought Turlock to Henrik Tallgren's atlen-
an,

But it was a study of the area's Swedish PopU-
ition that actually brought Tallgren to Turiocel,
First, the Swedish svcis} anthropologist came
ere last year to visit the annual Skandifest
Aebration of Scandinavizn eultnre.

And now he's come back to spend a year or

are liviae simnno tha oeaa'e Quradich 4 menminao

Visiting researcher
to discuss findings

From staff reports

Henrik Taligren wiil discuss his research
on Swedish emigrants in America 2t a

brown bag lunch meeting at Cal State-
Stanislans Tunerdsy

e

Even though people of different ethnle groups
are less Hkely to live in clusters these days,
Tallgren said their cultures continue to thrive in
less obvious ways,

“For the most part the Swedish community is
invisible, mixed in with all the others,” he said
“Bui il you scrateh the surface
living Swedish culture under it."

Tallgren said that maost Swedes who came to
Californin came a5 second generation settlers,

many moving here from earlier settlements [n
the nnner Miduact

, you'll find a
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Fhe Journal

It was the his studjes af’ Assyrian cultire that
irst brought Turlock to Henrik Tallgren's atten-
ion,
But it was a study of the area's Swedish popu-
ition that actualiy brought Tallgren to Turlock,
First, the Swedish soeial anthropologist rame
ere last year lo visit the annual Skandifest
Yebration el Seandinavian cultyre.
And now he's come back to spend a year or
ore living among the area's Swedish Americans
ho are descended from the emigrants who set-
:d In this Ceatral Valley Tarmland region at
out the turn of the century.
He's come to see what traditions they've pear-
tuated and in what ways they have changed
er severa! generations of life in Ameriea.

'They are Americans,” Tallgren saja, “That's
:r aational identity. But they zlsp have their
inic identity as Swedes. That should not be
used with their national identity, and jt does
.collide with it.”
hat's one of the few conclusions Tailgren has
wnoin the six weeks gr sg that he's beap
ng in Turleck while doing research [or his
loral degree at the Liniversity or Gotehorg in

Swedish coastal city ol Goteborg where he
15 & teaching position,
estly, so far, he's just been gathering infar.
fon from reading, researching and observing
dents of Swedish heritage and noting what
gs they do o keep their treditions alive with-
1e larger cirele of the cammunity.
hat he's found, he said, is an active spirit of

Visiting researcher
fo discuss findings

From siaff reports

Henrik Tallgren wil) discuss his research
on Swedish emigrants in Anserica zt g
brown bag lunch meeting at Cal Siate-
Stanislaus Tuesday.

Tallgren, a sociat anthropologist and in-
structor at the University of Gotebarg, Swe-
den, is in Turleck fe do researeh on the
area's rezidents of Swedijsl heritage for hig
doctorate depree.

Alter his talk he will answer questions
from the audience.

His presentation, sponsored by the uni-
versity's Institute for International Studies,
will be held in the South Dining Hal on
eampus [rom noan to 1:30.

There is no admission charge for the in-

formal program,
For information ¢

all the institute office at

B67-3117,

tradition ‘interwoven into the

population's rou-
lines af daily living,

both here and jp larger
communities like those in the Bey aren. "There
used to be a fot of ethnje neighborhoeds, espe-
cially in the big eities,” he said. “But you don'y
see that as mueh any mare."

Even though people of different ethnic groups
ure less llkely to live in clusters these days,
Tallgren said their cultires continue tg thrive in
less nhvious ways.

“For the most part the Swedish community s
invisible, mixed in with all the others,” he said.
“But if you scratch the surface, you'll fing a
tiving Swedish culture under jt"

TaRgren said t
California came as second

He said that
den who came tg the U.

ing.

It was members of the next generation, he
said, who moved on to Californin 30 to 40 years
later, again seeking land to sett]e on and farm,

Tullgren said he lindsg it interesting to observe
Swedish customs a5 they are practiced by peaple
who have lived for generations outside Sweden,

“In some ways they are more traditional here
than we are in Sweden," he sald. "In Sweden the
traditions have evolved over the Years. Things
are not dene in the 18905 the same as the

Y were
in the 15305, and in the 1830s things werp dona

differently than they were in the 1890s,

“So what you see here in Northern California
is a mixture of gld traditions and customs hand-
ed down from emigrants that epme to Amerj.
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